
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Notes from the Lighthouse 

 

Dear Teachers,  

We hope you are keeping well and trying to remain positive and 

motivated during these unusual times.With all the children of the 

world out of school, including here in Moldova, your distance 

learning programs are vital for not only their academic health but 

also more importantly their emotional health. We thank you, dear 

Educators, for your huge undertaking during the most difficult of 

times. You are part of the front line heroes that the world genuflects 

daily. Our Ambassador, HE Paul McGarry, was very impressed 
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with you when he met you all in February and would like to catch up and see how you and the 

students are getting on and to see what you are all doing during the lock-down.  

 

Kind Regards, Suzanne;  

Dr Suzanne O’Connell,  Honorary Consulate of Ireland to Moldova 

 

One of the 3am thoughts that goes around my mind, is a point made by a commentator at the 

start of this crisis about the very concept of a globalised society being very fragile as a result 

of this unprecedented pandemic and what we have all endured and experienced across the 

World for 2020 so far. Borders  being closed down, schools closed, factories, shops, 

restaurants, transport stopped, words and phrases we didn't use a few months ago like "lock-

down", "physical distancing" and "pandemic" crop up in daily conversations. the fascinating, 

at times scary debate, around when we should open back up our societies, connect again with 

neighbours and the World, are still questions without real answers as scientists grapple for a 

vaccine but also the agenda now too as we all return to a strange form of normal with so many 

questions left unanswered for the future hopefully to have a resolution. The few first months 

of this new decade have challenged us, frightened us and forced us all into a paradigm mind 

shift about the World and the certainties we thought we once knew that would see us through 

the new decade of the 2020s.  There are many purposes to education and for me one of the 

central purposes of education is the certainty and hope it gives us in uncertain times, 

especially for our young people as our core role as teachers is to help them make sense of 

their world through the values passed onto us by our teachers, families and communities. I 

read a quote by the 19th century American philosopher, William James, this week that said 

"The greatest weapon against stress is our ability to choose one thought over another". As I 

reflect upon this penultimate week of this extraordinary academic year in the late May 

sunshine, two things struck me; one, our globalised society is definitely not fragmented and 

two, the paradigm mind shift and certainties are more closely linked than I first thought. 

 

On Saturday, in a groundbreaking first for Heritage, Moldova and definitely for me, we held 

our first ever virtual Open House, complete with 360 tour (BBC accent polished as well as 

can be from the Marches of Shropshire and Wales), video and live talk with a Q&A for new 

families.  It was really extraordinary with over 2500 watching at the end so I know for definite 

the audience wasn't just my family and friends.  It was a great example of how we have 

continued to find answers and solutions to take on Covid19 such as the incredible distance 

learning plan we have been operating a fully functioning open school on since mid March 

without missing a day of real learning, interaction and meaningful education for every child 

in our community.  A model of education and a solution that inspired our country as we 

supported the development of the national education community. My heartfelt thanks to 

Tatiana Arnautu and her team, and the wonderful QUBO, for making virtual Open House 

possible and providing such a platform for so many new families wanting to join us in 

September and be a part of the Heritage story and our innovative international school.  Real 

hope for the future!  Hope also came this week from Europe & the Celtic World on the other 

side of Europe from the beautiful lands of Ireland and Wales.  On Monday, our young people 

shared the messages of peace and goodwill around the World, with the young people of Wales, 

as they shared their hope that they will make the World a better place for their generation and 

the generations to come.  On Wednesday, it was a real joy to work with the Irish Embassy 



 

 

again and the message from Dr O'Connell here to the education community of Moldova 

recognising the remarkable work of teachers in all of this crisis delivering daily lessons, from 

their own homes, using their electricity, resources, often with their own families around them, 

is fully appreciated and shared in her words.  It is something we can all be proud of and this 

inspirational story of our school and Moldova was shared with colleagues around the World 

this week as our head of international education, Tatiana Popa, represented Moldova on the 

panel and as a speaker, at a major online British Council global education conference to talk 

about our educational model to hundreds of teachers and school leaders from around the 

World.  This is how we succeed in adversity and Tatiana spoke for our entire school 

community and our country a message of hope and fortitude of how we find our solution to 

this crisis.  

 

With our celebration of our International week next week, our Founders' Day on the 28th May 

and our International day to mark the end of the academic year in celebration, being proud 

of who we are, knowing who we are and where we are in an interconnected globalised society 

that still needs answers to big issues like climate change, inequalities and social justice, we 

know our World will be changed after Covid19 but in a positive, hopeful, reflective and 

meaningful way as we all find understanding from this time and what the lessons are we take 

forward into our ongoing globalised new decade and century. 

 

Rob Ford, Director 

 

    
 

Heritage in the media: 

 

During this period of remote learning, the Heritage team is happy to continue to support 

families in choosing the best education for their child. We have taken all the best elements of 

our Open House and moved them online! The Virtual Open House at Heritage took place 

on Saturday, May 16th,2020.     

All interested families were warmly invited to connect with us for a virtual event to discover 

a world of opportunities at the only Cambridge School in the country and to learn more 
about the rewarding international education we can offer the children in Moldova.  

 

 



 

 

All 3 sessions of the Virtual Open House are presented below: 

 

- A virtual 360-degree Campus Tour. A good opportunity to discover the wonderful facilities 

and see where children could receive global education across the broad international 

curriculum. The virtual tour gives an in-depth overview of different areas of the school, 

through an immersive 360-degree experience. 

 

 
 

- Short webinars with the Senior Leadership Team. This is a good chance to learn more 

about the bespoke nature of our school and its unique approach to learning, as well as the 
opportunities available for all children from Pre-school through to Lyceum. 

- The LIVE Q&A Session with the Heritage Director and Academic Director.   

 

            
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGSV2ZX6x-8&fbclid=IwAR3xDVbokJcoaiR2tM5AW3xJ2Yx8kw3JPgaL7hSGl6E48GX3epuR7uHeiXA
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=877542706055708
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=902151896860587&ref=watch_permalink


 

 

 

As part of the National Task Force for Pedagogy, Tatiana Popa took part in a regional 

UNICEF webinar, reporting about the webinar she delivered on Tuesday in partnership with 

the Ministry of Education and Research on national level, to inform teachers about the 

LearnIn educational platform. UNICEF, in partnership with Zurich University of Teacher 

Education PHZH, is launching LearnIn - a digital learning initiative designed to support 

both teachers and students as life-long learners. LearnIn will provide quality, personalized 

and culturally relevant learning opportunities within a digital environment, fostering 

collaboration and shared practice.https://learnin.info/  

         
 

With many school buildings closed, remote learning could mean website, app, text, phone, 

radio or TV broadcast. How are teachers responding to this challenge in different contexts? 

On Wednesday, May 20th, the British Council  organised an online panel event, with 

speakers from around the world, followed by questions from the audience. Tatiana Popa,our 

Head of Global Education, was one of the 6 presenters to an audience of 1200 

attendees.  Heritage Internation School shared its experience in delivering top-class 

teaching and learning during lockdown. 

  

  
 

https://learnin.info/


 

 

 

Heritage International School teachers featuring on the front cover of International School 

magazine 

         

 
 



 

 

                            
FAQs 

Q1: What can we do from home to support the final week/final day? 
A1: Thank you to all parents and families for your ongoing support of the school over the 

academic year and especially these weeks on the DLP.  We want to celebrate and 

commemorate our third academic year with our final week including Founders' Day on the 

27th May, International Week and International Day on Friday 29th May, live streamed to 

everyone to celebrate our global community and all our nationalities. Any help you can offer, 

even photos of the year that has gone by, will be much appreciated.  

 

Q2: I have friends who want to bring their children to Heritage and talk about 

enrollment.  Who do they contact?  Also, if classes are full, how does the waiting list system 

for Heritage work? 
A2: Following the Virtual Open day on Saturday 16th May, the school has been overwhelmed 

with responses from new families and this is a very good sign going forward into the new 

academic year.  There is a special section on the website for Admissions and the email for the 

admissions team is at the bottom of the newsletter.  Our current families here have their places 

at Heritage for the coming year and arrangements to come into school to pay fees are now in 

place. Please be reassured and for new potential families both local and international, 

the admissions process remains in place as before. The school does have a maximum capacity 

for numbers but we are anticipating to get to that ceiling and not be over.  

 

A3:  The IHH newsletter mentioned uniforms for September.  Can we purchase uniforms 

now/in the summer? 
Q3:  The uniform supplier is operating and any issues contact Tatiana Arnautu, our senior 

assistant director for the school's support staff and business manager.  



 

 

 

Q4:  What happens to the credit paid for the school canteen before the lock down? 
A4: This remains on the system to be used by students when the school is physically open 

again in September.  

 

Q5: Will the school provide activities/Home learning for the summer break especially if we 

are on "staycation"? 
A5: We have launched our Summer School and Heritage English Language Academy 

(Intensive English Language courses) for the break this week but they are separate to the 

academic year and open to families across Moldova and not just from the school.  For our 

students here not signing up for Summer school and English Language courses, we will offer 

our stretch and challenge reading list and activities, both on our website, to make sure they 

have plenty of things to do over the summer: 

 http://www.heritage.md/en/learning-

otherwise/  & http://www.heritage.md/en/news/summer-reading-challenge/   

 

We would also recommend for Gymnasium into Lyceum students the virtual York Festival of 

Ideas programme this June from the University of York - it's free and the link is here to an 

eclectic and fascinating range of talks and lectures from across sciences, arts, humanities, 

business, media, technology etc. http://yorkfestivalofideas.com/2020-online/calendar/ 

 

Our Bright Shine students :  

Hello,fellow student, teacher and parents! 

Time has passed so fast, it is already the end of the school year. In this year, the Student 

Council has achieved a lot like the Instagram page. Our student council has already 

established an Instagram and youtube page in which we are uploading articles, motivational 

quotes, riddles, videos, etc. We are still developing a suitable plan for Youtube. However, you 

can find out more information on our Instagram page (studentcouncilheritage). The Student 

Council is also working on many exciting projects for the last week of the school year. The 

Student Council is here to make the school a better place even in the most challenging times. 

We adapted to the recent situation and found a way to continuing working on the projects that 

we planned even during this COVID-19 crisis and the DLP(Distance Learning 

Program).  Our school is not closed, only the campus is.   

Talicia Carra 

 

3A Family Day padlet collection: 

https://padlet.com/valentina_carmazan/gkopkuxt75nzfs9m 

 

http://www.heritage.md/en/learning-otherwise/
http://www.heritage.md/en/learning-otherwise/
http://www.heritage.md/en/news/summer-reading-challenge/
http://yorkfestivalofideas.com/2020-online/calendar/
https://padlet.com/valentina_carmazan/gkopkuxt75nzfs9m


 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, our students from grade 5A, 6E and 7B had the possibility to meet 

online HE Ambassador Paul McGarry, the Irish Ambassador to Moldova, as a follow-up of 

the participation in the early St,Patrick's celebration in February. The students could share 

with other students from across Moldova and with His Excellency the good and the bad 

parts of staying at home in the lockdown. The students talked about their distance learning 

and daily lives, and HE the Ambassador told about his country's sense of unity and 

solidarity in these hard times. They promised to meet again in September and looked 

forward to telling other positive stories then. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

2E Family Day 

 

 

 
 

Primary Bilingual Graduates’ message 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKXh6vaHm4g&feature=youtu.be 

 

                      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKXh6vaHm4g&feature=youtu.be


 

 

Heritage Chess Championship 
 

 
Congratulations to all the winners and participants! 

Primary School 

I place (School Starter) Robert Cauia 

I place (grades 1-2) Dumitru Raileanu 

I place (grades 3-4) Winston Zhu 

I place (Primary school, girls) Lorena Railean 

II place (grades 1-2) Daniil Torgai, Artiom Burceac, Bogdan Gorenco 

II place (grades 3-4) Goran Dacho 

III place (grades 1-2) David Chitic 

III place (grades 3-4) Andrei Nistor 

IV place (grades 1-2) Mihail Haceaturean 

V place (grades 1-2) Luca Gaidampas 

Secondary School 

I place Victor Odobescu, Valeriu Bodean 

I place (Secondary school, girls) Gesica Sirbu 

II place Oleg Palancean,Iulian Raileanu 

III place Adam Dacho 

IV place Nichita Burlac 

Grade 5 Art Gallery: Shoe Design     

 

 
 

All the students to take part in a Virtual Art Exhibition "My Beloved School" 
We call all Heritage students to participate in the Virtual Art Exhibition "My Beloved 

School", dedicated to the Founders’ Day. 

Let's bring colors to our school life and show what we love the most in our school! 

https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/artgallery/fifth-grade


 

 

Due date: May 26. You can sed the works to iulia.miscisina@heritage.md The works will be 

featured in our virtual Art Gallery. All participants will receive diplomas of participation. 
 

 
 

                                                                       

               

 
 

Interesting related articles:         
Nursery Rhymes and Songs: Animations of some of the best-known traditional nursery 

rhymes, many sung by BBC Children's TV presenters, with music that your children will 

love! They're an ideal resource to support a range of Early Years objectives, whether used 

in a nursery, reception class, or at home: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-

rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx 

 

mailto:iulia.miscisina@heritage.md
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx


 

 

This is how a bookish home helps a child to thrive | World Economic 

Forum:https://bigthink.com/mind-brain/mind-brain-home-library-

benefits?rebelltitem=1#rebelltitem1  

 

Join the First Global Virtual NASA Social to Experience the #LaunchAmerica 

Mission: https://www.nasa.gov/social/launchamerica 

A Brief History of Russian Folklore; Pushkin House, 

London: https://www.pushkinhouse.org/blog/2020/5/13/a-brief-history-of-russian-

folklore?format=amp&__twitter_impression=true 

Who Discovered Soap? What to Know About the Origins of the Life-Saving 

Substance: https://time.com/5831828/soap-origins/?amp=true&__twitter_impression=true 

Imagining a better future through foresight – why the metaphors we use 

matter: https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-

blogs/2020/05/imagining-future-foresight 

How to Be Supportive. The power of presence: https://characterlab.org/tips-of-the-

week/how-to-be-supportive/ 

Czech Republic to set up “face-masks museum” in 

Prague: https://kafkadesk.org/2020/05/15/czech-republic-to-set-up-face-masks-museum-in-

prague/amp/#click=https://t.co/8kYrqNcea5 

"Family Day" Heritage International School story book for children 

online: https://www.storyjumper.com/book/read/83056125/5eb45a8bdf225#page/52 

 

What Jane Austen Can Teach Us About Staying Home: https://time.com/5836347/jane-

austen-social-distance-books/ 
 

Hay Festival Digital - Literature - the World’s greatest annual literary festival 

https://literature.britishcouncil.org/blog/2020/hay-festival-digital/ 

 

        

https://bigthink.com/mind-brain/mind-brain-home-library-benefits?rebelltitem=1#rebelltitem1
https://bigthink.com/mind-brain/mind-brain-home-library-benefits?rebelltitem=1#rebelltitem1
https://www.nasa.gov/social/launchamerica
https://www.pushkinhouse.org/blog/2020/5/13/a-brief-history-of-russian-folklore?format=amp&__twitter_impression=true
https://www.pushkinhouse.org/blog/2020/5/13/a-brief-history-of-russian-folklore?format=amp&__twitter_impression=true
https://time.com/5831828/soap-origins/?amp=true&__twitter_impression=true
https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2020/05/imagining-future-foresight
https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2020/05/imagining-future-foresight
https://characterlab.org/tips-of-the-week/how-to-be-supportive/
https://characterlab.org/tips-of-the-week/how-to-be-supportive/
https://kafkadesk.org/2020/05/15/czech-republic-to-set-up-face-masks-museum-in-prague/amp/#click=https://t.co/8kYrqNcea5
https://kafkadesk.org/2020/05/15/czech-republic-to-set-up-face-masks-museum-in-prague/amp/#click=https://t.co/8kYrqNcea5
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/read/83056125/5eb45a8bdf225#page/52
https://time.com/5836347/jane-austen-social-distance-books/
https://time.com/5836347/jane-austen-social-distance-books/
https://literature.britishcouncil.org/blog/2020/hay-festival-digital/


 

 

                    

 
 

 

 
      

 



 

 
 



 

 

    

   



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

                   International Summer School "Become a Global Citizen" 
 

 
 

Heritage launches the international summer school, where children from the Republic of 

Moldova will have the opportunity to interact with children from other countries, to 

socialize and learn new things in a multicultural environment. 

Who can participate: 

Groups for children aged 7-10 and 11-14, from the Republic of Moldova and abroad 

 

The international summer school will carry out its activity based on 5 sessions: 

 “Virtual Travels” session: June 8 - June 19 

 “Digital Era” session: June 22 - July 3 

 “Critical Thinking” session: July 6 - July 17 

 “Secrets of the World” session: July 20 - July 31 

 “Becoming a leader” session: August 3 - August 14 

25th-29th May,2020 

28th May,2020 

29th May, 2020 

1st June-31st August,2020 

International Week 

Heritage Founders’ Day 

Heritage International Day 

Summer Break 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 



 

 

 
       Director: director@heritage.md 

 Academic/Secondary school: inga.chiosa@heritage.md 

      Primary: vera.stanojlovic@heritage.md 

     International: international@heritage.md 

   Distance Learning Coordinator: lynda.smith@heritage.md 

      School psychologist: olesea.pletniov@heritage.md 

 Cambridge Secondary: rose.moran@heritage.md 

     ESL Cambridge primary: larisa.mirza@heritage.md 

          Absences: school.absences@heritage.md 

         Buses/meals: tatiana.arnautu@heritage.md 

 

                    Follow Heritage on social media: FB (@heritage.moldova) Webpage (www.heritage.md)  

                                                                         Twitter account(@HIS_Moldova   

                                                          

 
 

Schedule of the day - 10:00 - 17:00; Monday to Friday, with an hour break (13:00-14:00) 

Number of children in the group - up to 15 children 

Teaching languages - Romanian, Russian, English (mixed) 

 

Daily activities within each session will be based on 9 key components: 

 Global citizenship; 

 Go Green 

 Healthy Lifestyle 

 Developing digital skills 

 Developing business skills 

 Develop leadership skills 

 Discover your talent 

 Learning science and having fun 

 

At the same time, during each session we will have a special guest in the field of IT, 

business, tourism, a secret guest, an important person from the country or abroad. The 

children will have the chance to explore different countries, to find out about the traditions, 

gastronomy and culture of each of them. They will visit online museums and will "travel" 

into space. They will learn about the great world discoveries and people who changed the 

world. At the same time, through practical exercises they will develop critical thinking and 

will learn to actively participate in community development. Guided by teachers, will put 

information technologies into practice and develop digital skills. Your children will make 

new friends and they will explore social media and leadership -and will discover many other 

interesting topics together. 

 

phone: 062020108, email: summer.school@heritage.md   

 

Heritage Scholarship Program will continue for the 2020-2021 

academic year 

Heritage Scholarship Regulation will be officially published next 

week. 

 

 
 

MAIN CONTACTS 

 


